
 
 

EBCC Statement on the role of the Farmland Bird Indicator 

(FBI) in Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

 

The Farmland Bird Indicator (FBI) has been one of the few indicators relevant to biodiversity 

within the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). It is the most robust biodiversity indicators 

used by Eurostat. The indicator shows the performance of common bird species 

characteristic for farmland and thus informs on how the overall biodiversity in farmland 

performs.  

The EBCC wishes to express its concern on the potential removal of biodiversity indicators 

post-2027 CAP and EU budget performance frameworka.

We consider that the FBI is an important element for assessment of environmental measures 

within CAP, particularly in situation where other biodiversity indices are not present in the set 

of the indicators. In addition, the FBI could be one of few fully operational biodiversity 

indicators in Policy areas (level 2) number 12b, 13c (see COM (2025) 545, in its Annex 1). 

FBI can be calculated at national and EU levels and provides information about overall effect 

of interventions for biodiversity. It can be done at a low cost because data collection is largely 

based on skilled citizen scientists, and long-time series are already available for reporting on 

progress. 

EBCC recommends the FBI remains among the CAP biodiversity indicators as this is one of 

the most scientifically robust and cost-effective ways to measure a performance of CAP in its 

environmental goals.  

Technical information on the FBI 

Birds as indicators of biodiversity 

Birds are good indicators of biodiversity because they respond quickly to environmental 

changes. Bird populations change rapidly when habitats are disturbed, making them early 

warning signs of ecosystem health. Birds occupy many trophic levels – from seed-eaters to 

top predators, therefore reflect conditions across the food web. Birds are also widespread 

and easy to monitor, live in almost every habitat and are easier to observe than many other 

species. They depend on diverse habitats – healthy bird communities usually mean healthy 

plant life, insects, and other wildlife6), 7).  

 

What is Farmland Bird Indicator and how to interpret it 

Farmland Bird Indicator is a multi-species population index based on data from monitoring of 

breeding bird populations in EU Member States (and beyond). The indicator is calculated 

using widely used an indicator tool (MSI tool) developed in Statistics Netherlands13). The tool 

                                                           
a https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025PC0545&qid=1773847374808 
b Support for environment and climate practices, including climate resilience measures 
c Support for environment and climate transition, including climate resilience measures 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025PC0545&qid=1773847374808


 
 
produces the index and also the smoothed values with confidence intervals and the trend of 

the indicator. 

If the indicator goes up, this is a signal that the bird community is doing well. If it goes down, 

the bird community is suffering a loss. If it remained stable, we have no evidence that the 

abundance of the group as a whole has changed6).  

 

How it is produced and by whom 

The indicator is based on relative population indices of individual species. The underlying 

data on bird abundances come from national or regional bird monitoring schemes (breeding 

bird surveys). The data are representative for Member States as the schemes use 

standardised monitoring methods1). 

Skilled fieldworkers, usually volunteers, perform the counts ensuring long-term sustainability 

and high quality of the data. National population indices are calculated by state of the art 

methods developed and constantly improved in Statistics Netherlands1) (www.pecbms.info). 

The national population indices are further used for calculation of European supra-national 

indices and indicators within the EBCC programme Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring 

Scheme1) (www.pecbms.info).  

 

How the quality and scientific relevance is achieved 

Coordinators of the national schemes are members of the network of cooperating 

organisations within European Bird Census Council (EBCC, www.ebcc.info), who oversees 

the programme ensuring high scientific quality of methods and outputs. 

The methods for monitoring birds are standardised scientific methods. The collected count 

data are regularly checked by the national coordinators to ensure they provide a reliable 

picture of population change in the countries.  The PECBMS coordination unit controls and 

oversees the national data quality too. Next to the calculation of indices and indicators, the 

data are also used for numerous research studies. Such studies have been published in high 

profile scientific peer-reviewed journals including studies of links between population trends 

of birds and agricultural policies2), 3), 4), 5), 8), 9), 10), 11), 12), 14). The publication in peer-reviewed 

scientific journal is an independent proof of high scientific standards of the methods and data 

quality. The indicators produced by PECBMS have been also endorsed by Eurostat 

(https://doi.org/10.2908/ENV_BIO2). 
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